
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 
 

TO: Office of Planning and Research   FROM: San Luis Obispo LAFCO 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121      1042 Pacific Street  

 Sacramento, CA 95814        San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
 
 Julie Rodewald, County Clerk  CONTACT: David Church, AICP, Executive Officer 
 County of San Luis Obispo    (805) 781-5795 
 County Government Center 
 San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
 
PROJECT TITLE: CITY OF ATASCADERO SPHERE OF INFLUENCE UPDATE AND MUNICIPAL 

SERVICE REVIEW 
 

 
Project Location and Description. The City of Atascadero’s Sphere of Influence is not recommended to  
change from the existing adopted Sphere Boundary. The Sphere of Influence areas are located just north of 
the City limits (5-acre parcel) and at the southern part of the City known as Eagle Ranch area (3,500 acres). 
The Sphere of Influence is a 20-year planning boundary that indicates what areas might be annexed and 
served by the jurisdiction in the future. This area is recommended to remain in the SOI in part because it has 
452 lots that have been certified as legal by the County in a lot configuration that includes 5-10 acre parcels 
throughout the  entire SOI area. The City intends to consolidate these lots in a more compact land use pattern 
that conserves land and resources.   
 
Public Agency Approving Project. The Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) of San Luis Obispo 
County will be conducted a public hearing on this item in September 15, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board of 
Supervisors Chambers in San Luis Obispo at the County Government Center. 
 
Environmental Determination.  The purpose of the environmental review process is to provide information 
about the environmental effects of the actions and decisions made by LAFCO and to comply with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). In this case, it has been determined with certainty that there is 
no possibility that the project may have a significant environmental effect on the environment and therefore it is 
found to be exempt from CEQA pursuant to section 15061(b)(3) of the State Guidelines.  The Local Agency 
Formation Commission will file this Notice of Exemption upon approval of the Sphere of Influence Update.  
 
Reasons for Exemption.  A Sphere of Influence is a plan for probable, physical boundary and service areas 
of a local agency or jurisdiction.  As such, it does not give property inside the Sphere boundary any more 
development rights than what already exist.  The Sphere of Influence Boundary is a long-range planning tool 
that assists LAFCO in making decisions about a jurisdiction’s future boundary.  The Sphere indicates areas 
that might be served by the City.  It is unknown if an area will ever be annexed to the City.  Also, it is often 
uncertain what type of precise land use is going to be proposed for a specific area.  In the case of 
Atascadero’s Sphere of Influence Update, the boundary will not change nor has the setting changed 
significantly with regard to the SOI.  
 
The study of impacts associated with the Sphere of Influence is often speculative since it is unclear what type 
of project might be proposed or if an area will even be annexed in the future.  The City or County studies 
impacts comprehensively when a project-specific environmental review is completed. The City is currently 
evaluating and preparing an Environmental Impact Report for the Eagle Ranch site. 
 
 
 
 ________________________________   __________________________ 
David Church, AICP, Executive Officer     Date 


